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Introduction

In April 2016, The Government of Georgia and the company "Gilead" signed a long-term agreement on the continuous provision for zero price of the new generation of hepatitis C medicines by Gilead Science Inc., until the elimination of hepatitis C in Georgia.

In August 2016, a long-term strategy for elimination of hepatitis C (2016-2020) was developed to achieve the ultimate goal of eliminating the hepatitis C. Strategy sets forth the following targets, to be reached by 2020: 

· 90% of HCV infected persons will be tested for their infection,

· 95% of people with chronic infection will receive treatment, and 

· 95% of persons receiving treatment will be cured of HCV 

This report reflects the Hep C elimination program progress in June 2019. The report was prepared by the Ministry of IDPs from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia in collaboration with the National Center for Disease Control and Prevention. 
1 Statistics 
1.1 Georgia Hepatitis C Elimination Program Care Cascade, April 28, 2015 – May 31, 2019
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Positive Anti- HCV Test (Total)*

Positive Anti- HCV Test (Tx eligible)**

Tested for HCV RNA or CoreAg

Positive for Current HCV Infection

Initiated HCV Treatment

Completed Treatment

Eligible for SVR Testing

Tested for SVR

Cured

115,889
¥ 96.3%

111,573
§ 79.3%

88,445
§ 82.9%

73,362
§ 782%

57,367
§ 92.5%
53,070

§ 95.4%

50,644
§ 75.4%

§ 98.1%
37,462

* Among persons with PID. Does not include persons with 15-digit code
** Age 2 12 with no mortality data prior to confirmation




2 Update on programmatic activities
2.1 Information about screening activities 
 Total number of registered screening is 2 757 070
  Total number of positive screening among the registered ones is 159 694 (5.79%)
  Distribution by age and gender among the positive screenings (figures 1 and 2):
Figure 1. Number of Individuals screened on Hep C and confirmed with the disease in June 2019 per age categories
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Figure 2: Number of individuals screened and found positive on Hep C per gender, in June 2019
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2.2 Information about drugs

Total number of disbursed Sovaldi bottles: 39 478

Sovaldi bottles delivered to service Providers:  34 586
Sovaldi bottles donated to the Republic of Belarus: 1 500
Sovaldi bottles donated to the Republic of Armenia: 3 000
Sovaldi bottles remaining in central stock: 393 (validity period is expired, since sovaldi regimens are almost no longer used for treatment in practice)
Total number of disbursed Harvoni bottles: 168 440 
Harvoni bottles delivered to service Providers:  156 950
Harvoni bottles remaining in central stock: 4353 – expiration date December 2019 (+7137 expired as of April 30th) 
     Total number of disbursed Epclusa bottles: 9000
Epclusa bottles delivered to service Providers:  9000
Epclusa bottles remaining in central stock:  0
2.3 Information about Elimination Program Data Management System
· Technical support of screening “STOP C” and Hepatitis C treatment systems is ongoing.
2.4 Other Activities
1. Planning and organizing PHC doctor training supported by EASLF

The meeting between the CDC and the Ministry was convened regarding the training of the Primary health care doctors. Capacity building of the medical personnel, especially PHC doctors is among the top priorities of the Ministry. With support of EASLF the training will be conducted in the week of July 28. Ministry will follow up and share the list of the doctors to be trained (it was decided to train smaller groups of 20-30 doctors per training). It was also agreed that the IT training for the doctors will be provided by the Ministry. CDC team together with Ministry will work on logistics and other details.
In addition, training program/general information on HCV treatment will be elaborated by the program stakeholders together with the Ministry and conducted for the clinicians who are not involved in HCV treatment. 
2.  “Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report” (MMWR) for World Hepatitis Day 
Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report for World Hepatitis Day, 2019: "Role of Needle and Syringe Harm Reduction Program in National Progress towards Hepatitis C, Elimination — Georgia, 2015-2018" will be published for a World Hepatitis Day.

3. Scientific Committee Meeting of Hepatitis C Elimination State Program

22nd Scientific Committee Meeting of Hepatitis C Elimination was held on June 14, 2019 at Clinic Mrcheveli with participation of CDC, NCDC, IDACIRC, NeoLab and other relevant stakeholders. At the committee meeting were presented HCV program progress – decentralization of care and utilization of geneXpert capacity; Care cascade analysis (Overall and decentralization cascades).

NCDC/Lugar Center Progress reports: Evaluation of the diagnostic performance of HCVcAg as test of cure in for hepatitis C among PWID in Georgia; Evaluation study of Rapid Diagnostic Tests (RDTs) detecting antibodies against hepatitis C virus; Evaluation DBS for HCV RNA testing/sub study: Prospective evaluation of the Genedrive® HCV ID Kit in Georgia.
Clinic Neolab/HRU Progress reports: Gender differences in spontaneous and antiviral treatment-related clearance of HCV infection among participants of HCV elimination program Georgia; Risk of Hepatitis B (HBV) reactivation among HCV/HBV co-infected patients treated with DAAs within Hepatitis C Elimination project: Prospective cohort Study; Epidemiology of HBV infection among HCV patients treated with Direct Acting Antivirals (DAAs); Missing sustained virologic response (SVR) data in population research: barriers to assessment, patients' perspectives on solutions, and the impact on the program effectiveness evaluation; Evaluation of integration of HCV RNA testing on existing GeneXperts in Georgia to assist in current HCV care decentralization efforts.
IDACIRC Progress Reports: Risk factors for treatment discontinuation caused by adverse events in chronic HCV patients receiving sofosbuvir and ledipasvir/sofosbuvir based treatment within Georgian national hepatitis C elimination program; Prioritization of DAA treatment in HCV infected individuals across Europe – CARE Consortium EU project application under H2020; Late presentation for hepatitis C care in Georgia, 2016-2018; Eliminating HCV infection in prison settings in Georgia; Comparing engagement in HCV care and treatment outcomes between HIV negative and HIV positive persons within the national hepatitis C elimination program; Assessment of HCV screening and linkage to care modalities within the national hepatitis C elimination program and designing the most optimal models for reaching the elimination targets.
4. Community Advisory Board meeting and training held in Split, Croatia on 27-29 of June 2019
Georgia Hepatitis C Cured Patient Association with support of CDC applied for the European Liver Patient Association (ELPA) membership. The membership was granted during the ELPA Community Advisory Board meeting and training which was be held in Split, Croatia on 27-29 of June 2019. The meeting was attended by the representatives of “Hepatitis C Cured Patient Association” and CDC. 

5. “Excellence in Viral Hepatitis Elimination – Lessons learned from Georgia” will be published on July 27th in commemoration for WHD.

6. Annual report 2018-2019

Preparatory work to write the next Annual report is in the progress. The report will include the full years of 2018-2019 with indicators respectively. CDC will be collecting the information from NCDC and Ministry to consolidate all updates and indicators in the format of the Annual Report. The timeline was agreed with the aim to publish the report for the next March workshop in 2020.
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